ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
Is the power of a nation to be measured by the vague and
general influence of its language and institutions, more or less
modified, in widespread and scattered regions; or rather by the
preservation of its united personality ?
After nearly two hundred years that issue is not yet decided;
but it was what happened in America from 1764 onward that
determined England to answer these questions in one fashion,
while the rest of the world—including the United States them-
selves—proceeded to answer it in another. England, after she
had lost her American Colonies, and through the influence of
the lesson supposed to be taught by that loss, went the way of
devolution and looser and looser control over the various parts
of her dominions, actual and nominal; basing her strength upon
the expansion of her language, religion, and ideas, however
diluted, in distant places of a mixed blood; regarding commerce
and finance as the basis of all her real power, and making an
effort at strict control only for the purpose of coercing those,
such as the Irish, who were felt to be directly antagonistic.
The Colonial Revolt. The colonial revolt originates in an
act of the European Government under Grenville, dating from
March 10, 1764. On that day Grenville brought before Parlia-
ment a list of port-dues applicable also to the colonial ports,
while ^giving certain new advantages to colonial trade. At the
same time he gave notice of a Stamp Act, by which stamp dues
on written agreements would be payable in the Colonies. The
wars already undertaken in defence of the colonials, and for
reEeving them of the French pressure to the west, could only
be very insufficiently met by such dues; they were to be rather
a small colonial contribution towards the expense of the effort
which the Mother Country had made for the Colonies.
Yet the American Colonies of that day formed a large popula-
tion, compared with that of the Mother Country. Great Britain
had barely eight millions—a very large increase, by the way,
in the course of the preceding lifetime—and the colonies had
already more than three millions, excluding Negro slaves.
The new taxation was received as a matter of course in the
English Parliament, and excited little interest there; but in the
Colonies, and especially in Virginia, it roused violent protest.
The protest was not so widespread as is sometimes imagined,
but due, as is always the case at the beginning of successful
movements, to an intensity of feeling in a minority; it was
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